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NEW YORK YACHT CLUB AMERICAN MAGIC TAKES FIRST
COMPETITIVE STEPS IN LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
New York, N.Y. - New York Yacht Club American Magic (“American Magic”), the U.S.
sailing team challenging for the36th America’s Cup, finished second at one of the team’s
first competitive events, the 2018 Congressional Cup. The preliminary Ficker Cup (April
13-15) and the subsequent Congressional Cup (April 18-22), a World Sailing Grade One
match racing regatta, represented American Magic’s first steps towards assembling a
world-class racing team for the 2021 America’s Cup. American Magic Executive Director
and Skipper Terry Hutchinson (Annapolis, Md.) led the team through 46 races spread
across 12 days and two high-level events in Long Beach, California.
“So far, the overall experience has been very good,” said Hutchinson. “The Ficker and
Congressional Cups were an opportunity to test ourselves, to see where we are, and to
apply some pressure [to our team]. Over 12 days, American Magic had a [won-loss]
record of 39-7 against some really strong competition. Unfortunately, we didn't win on the
last day of the Congressional Cup, but we did a lot of really good things as a team.”
After a decisive win in the Ficker Cup, a Congressional Cup qualifier, American Magic
submitted the best record of any of the ten teams in the round-robin stage of the
Congressional Cup, with a score of 16-2. American Magic then defeated Sam Gilmour’s
Neptune Racing Team in the semifinals 3-1 before finishing 1-3 in a closely contested
Congressional Cup final against three-time champion Taylor Canfield and US One.
“When you keep the big picture in mind, when you think about what our true objective is,
and also when you consider our limited time sailing together, I'm incredibly happy with
the progress that we made,” said Hutchinson. “Obviously on Sunday you want to win, so
we were clearly disappointed. We'll feel the sting of that, and we'll be better for it.”
American Magic helmsman Dean Barker (Park City, Utah) praised Canfield, US One and
the eight other teams competing for the 2018 Congressional Cup. “The standard stepped
up quite a lot in the Congressional [Cup], and I think we did a really good job during the
round robins to take advantage of the extra sailing we'd done in the Ficker Cup,” said
Barker, an America’s Cup veteran.
“We also tried to just keep developing,” continued Barker. “With Taylor, we knew it was
going to be tough, given that he’s won it three times. It just felt like we made a couple too
many little mistakes which in the end put us on the back foot even though it was a very
close series all the way through.”
Both Hutchinson and Barker indicated that the summer of 2018 would be a busy one for
American Magic, with design work for the AC75 class, the cutting-edge boats set to be
used in the 36th America’s Cup, already well underway.

“This design process is really important for not only understanding the [AC75 class
design] rule, but also to start looking at the opportunities that exist [within the rule].” said
Barker. “We’ll be working as much as we can with the design group just to keep pushing
the envelope there. With the first boat able to be launched at the end of March in 2019,
it's a real scramble and a race against time really trying to do as much design work as we
can and still get a boat in the water.”
Hutchinson, Barker and other American Magic sailors will also be active on QUANTUM
RACING, the TP52 class racing team led by American Magic Team Principle Doug
DeVos (Grand Rapids, Mich.). The TP52 Super Series will provide further sailing team
development opportunities for the U.S. America’s Cup challenger.
“I'd give the guys really high marks for doing that this week in California,” said
Hutchinson, “It was important for us to set a baseline, and that’s exactly what we did.”
About the New York Yacht Club
The New York Yacht Club was founded in 1844 when nine New York yachtsmen met
aboard John Cox Stevens' yacht and a year later its original clubhouse was built in
Hoboken, N.J. The Club's Annual Regatta was first run in 1845. The Club was the keeper
of the America's Cup from 1851 to 1983, and it organized the first transatlantic race in
1866. The Club maintains two exquisite clubhouses, on 44th Street in the heart of New
York City, known for its Model Room and extensive nautical library, and Harbour Court in
Newport, R.I., which annually hosts some of North America's most prestigious sailing
events, including the Annual Regatta, Race Week at Newport presented by Rolex, the
Rolex New York Yacht Club Invitational Cup and the Queen's Cup. www.nyyc.org
About New York Yacht Club American Magic
Formed in October 2017 by Bella Mente Racing, Quantum Racing and the New York
Yacht Club, NYYC American Magic brings together two highly successful racing
programs with one of the foremost yacht clubs in the nation, all with the shared vision of
launching a campaign for the 36th America's Cup competition, reconnecting the
American sailing base with sailing's premier event and elevating the quality of competitive
sailing in the United States. The syndicate intends to develop and support a team that will
participate in the America's Cup competition and the Challenger Selection Series
competitions that lead up to it. American Magic is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. www.americanmagic.com
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